


48. SATANISM

"My parents were church members, and | had gone to church fairly regularly with them.
But it was an empty thing. Jesus Christ was some vague, far-off figure, with little
meaning for me. When | asked my parents questions about God, they turned them
aside. ‘You're a regular question box,” they'd say, ‘Just accept it as we do.” | couldn't
do that, and as far as | was concerned the church offered nothing.

“| was constantly searching, however, for something to fill the void in my life. At
the age of 17 | met a spiritist medium.

“ ‘The only-way to live,’ said my new friend, ‘is by the cards and your horoscope.
Come, let me show you.’

| was fascinated. She seemed ruled by a strange spirit, and in a trance-like vision she
laid out my cards and unfolded to me past happenings with an eerie accuracy. She
also demonstrated a strange ability to cure diseases. Often doctors sent patients to her.

* 'Here's a deck of cards,’ she offered one day. ‘You must always start your day off
by laying the cards.’ Deftly she laid my cards and showed me how to interpret them.
| learned the different combinations and their meanings. Soon | was able to spell out
future events, it appeared.

“In months that followed | found myself controlled more and more by this mysterious
woman. Step by step she led me into the spirit world until one day she declared,
“You’re one of us now. Will you take the oath?’

*Powerless, | nodded agreement. Hardly knowing what | was doing, | cut my finger
and with my own blood wrote, ‘I give to thee, O Satan, my heart, body and soul.’

“l now lived completely by the cards and my horoscope. | hardly dared to breathe
without first consulting them.

“The devil, who now had claim to my soul, tormented me incessantly. | did things
that can’t be told publicly. By the age of nineteen | was utterly demoralized.

“Melancholy and depression filled me. | had fits of temper. | couldn’t concentrate
on my nursing work because of the turmoil of soul, and my job suffered.

“In March 1960 | signed the horoscope chart that forecast | would take my life on
July 26. According to the horoscope, my life was no longer of any use. And so on
the night of July 25 | wandered the dark streets searching for a way out. | was
terrified at the thought of dying.

““Beautiful music penetrated my troubled soul, and | was drawn toward a religious
meeting being held in a large tent. Furtively | entered the tent. The music ended
and the speaker, Leander Penner of the Greater Europe Mission, stood up. ‘Tonight
I'm going to tell you about the wonderful power of the Gospel,’” he said.

*| wanted to run, but | was drained of energy. In all my years of churchgoing |
had never heard of this Christ—a personal Saviour who had died for me personally.
Oh, how | longed to break Satan’s hold.

‘“ ‘Only Christ can break the power of Satan,’ the preacher said. He invited the
hearers to come forward and confess Christ. | pushed myself to the front and
asked: ‘ls there hope for a sinner such as |? Preacher, if what you say is true,
| want deliverance. Pray for me.’

“The evangelist prayed, and then assured me that Christ could and would forgive
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the greatest of sinners if only He is asked. ‘For him that cometh to me | will in
no wise cast out,” he quoted from John 6:37.

“But | couldn’t ask Christ for help. Each time | tried | felt an invisible hand
clutching my throat.

* ‘Go home,’ the preacher advised me, ‘and we'll have a special prayer group
for you. Come back tomorrow night.”

“l wanted to cry: ‘But that will be too late!’ Fearfully | went home.

“The long night of terror passed. | couldn’t sleep; | could only dread the approaching
day. Slowly daylight seeped into my room, and | mechanically laid my cards and got
ready for work.

““l shuddered as | crossed the river on my way to the hospital; | would soon be down
there. | arrived at work and tried once more to escape my tormentor. With trembling
finger | dialed the evangelist’s number. ‘Can you come right over?’ | asked. ‘It's a
matter of life and death.’

“When he came hurrying in | demanded, ‘Does your Christ really have power over
Satan?’

* 'Yes, of course,’” he assured me.

“’l handed him the box with my horoscope and the nearly folded pledge of death
inside. ‘Read it,’ | urged. ‘If your Christ can’t rescue me now, I‘ll have to jump in the
river this afternoon. The time, place, and method have already been picked out for

1

me.

“’Fervently he prayed, and | felt as if | were being torn apart. | twitched and shook
uncontrollably. Tears cooled my cheeks. In vain | tried to reach out for Christ. |
tried to pray, but an invisible power choked me just as before. ‘It’s no use, | cant
do it,” 1 cried.

“ ‘You can't, but Christ can,” came the earnest reply. For a half-hour the preacher
prayed, and the battle within me raged. With a violent twist | suddenly threw myself
on my knees and beseeched the Lord to take this awful devil obsession from me.
Christ’s power won, and a feeling of peace flooded my soul. | knew that | could
live.

“For a week after that | struggled to get up the courage to live without my occult
crutches. At last | apprehensively put them all in a bag and surrendered them to
Mr. Penner. Then | began climbing the long road to spiritual stability and serenity.
I have had setbacks along the way, and sometimes | feel a sinister presence, but
Christ’s strength is always sufficient when | ask for it.

“Today, .thanks to God’s grace, I'm working in a Bible conference center, helping to
print and distribute Gospel tracts. My daily prayer is, ‘Please Lord, let me be a
blessing to someone who is still bound by Satan.” ”* 2/68-71

Anonymous

CONVERTED SKEPTICS
49. SIR WILLIAM RAMSAY

Sir William Mitchell Ramsay, in 1881, was a young man of sterling integrity, unim-
peachable character, culture, and high education. He had a sincere desire to know the
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truth. He had been educated in an atmosphere of doubt, which early brought him to
the conviction that the Bible was fraudulent.

““He had spent years deliberately preparing himself for the announced task of heading
an exploration expedition into Asia Minor and Palestine, the home of the Bibie, where
he would ‘dig up the evidence’ that the Book was the product of ambitious monks, and
not the book from heaven it claimed to be. He regarded the weakest spot in the whole
New Testament to be the story of Paul’s travels. These had never been thoroughly
investigated by one on the spot. So he announced his plan to take the book of Acts

as a guide, and by trying to make the same journeys Paul made over the same routes
that Paul followed, thus prove that the apostie could never have made them as de-
scribed.

* . .. Equipped as no other man had been, he went to the home of the Bible.
Here he spent fifteen years literally ‘digging for the evidence.” Then in 1896 he pub-
lished a large volume on ‘St. Paul the Traveler and the Roman Citizen.’

“The book caused a furor of dismay among the skeptics of the world. Its attitude

was utterly unexpected, because it was contrary to the announced intention of the
author years before. The chagrin and confusion of Bible opponents was complete. But
their chagrin and confusion increased, as for twenty years more, book after book from
the same author came from the press, each filled with additional evidence of the

exact, minute truthfulness of the whole New Testament as tested by the spade on the
spot. The evidence was so overwhelming that many infidels announced their repudiation
of their former unbelief and accepted Christianity. And these books have stood the
test of time, not one having been refuted, nor have | found even any attempt to
refute them.” 38/195-197

50. FRANK MORISON

Frank Morison was an English journalist who set out to prove that the story of Christ’s
resurrection was nothing but a myth. However, his probings led him to the point where
he placed his faith in the risen Christ. Morison went on to write 2 book on his find-
ings titled, Who Moved the Stone?

“| wanted to take this Last Phase of the life of Jesus, with all its quick and pulsating
drama, its sharp, clear-cut background of antiquity, and its tremendous psychological and
human interest—to strip it of its overgrowth of primitive beliefs and dogmatic supposi-
tions, and to see this supremely great Person as He really was.

| need not stay to describe here how, fully ten years later, the opportunity came to
study the life of Christ as | had long wanted to study it, to investigate the origins of
its literature, to sift some of the evidence at first hand, and to form my own judgment
on the problem which it presents. | will only say that it affected a revolution in my
thought. Things emerged from that old-world story which previously | should have
thought impossible. Slowly but very definitely the conviction grew that the drama of
those unforgettable weeks of human history was stranger and deeper than it seemed.

It was the strangeness of many notable things in the story which first arrested and
held my interest. It was only later that the irresistible logic of their meaning came

into view.” 30/11, 12
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51. C. S. LEWIS

C. S. Lewis, British author and teacher noted for his wit, imagination and clarity of
expression, was a skeptic until he was converted in 1931. The following excerpts from
The Letters of C. S. Lewis tell his story.

From a letter of C. S. Lewis to his father, March 31, 1928:

“There is a religious revival going on among our undergraduates . . . run by a Dr.
Buchman. He gets a number of young men together (some reports say women too,
but | believe not) and they confess their sins to one another. Jolly, ain't it? But what
can you do? If you try to suppress it you only make martyrs. . . .” 29/126

To Owen Barfield, undated, 1930:

“Terrible things are happening to me. The ‘Spirit’ or ‘Real |’ is showing an alarming
tendency to become much more personal and is taking the offensive, and behaving
just like God. You'd better come on Monday at the latest or | may have entered a
monastery.’”’ 25/141

His brother tells of Lewis’' decision:

“] well remember that day in 1931 when we made a visit to Whipsnade Zoo, .

it was during that outing that he made his decision to rejoin the Church. This seemed
to me no sudden plunge into a new life, but rather a slow steady convalescence from
a deep-seated spiritual illness of long standing . . ."”” 29/19

To Owen Barfield, undated, 1933:

“Since | have begun to pray, | find my extreme view of personality changing. My own
empirical self is becoming more important, and this is exactly the opposite of self love.
You don’t teach a seed how to grow into treehood by throwing it into the fire: and it

has to become a good seed before it's worth burying . . .” 29/155

Before he died in 1963, Lewis authored a number of Christian books including
Miracles, The Problem of Pain and Mere Christianity.

In Mere Christianity he makes this statement:

“A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a
great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic—on a level with the man who says
he is a poached egg—or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your
choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God: or else a madman or something
worse. You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a
demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us not come
with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human teacher. He has not

left that open to us.”” 51/40, 41

52. LEW WALLACE

Lew Wallace became convinced of Christ’s divinity after studying the Bible in prepara-
tion for writing Ben-Hur, a work that was initially to present Christ as a mere man.

“it is not strange that he regarded Ben-Hur as his best work. It marked a crisis in his
own spiritual experience. He became a Christian through his study of the life of Christ,
in preparing to write the story. It has been related that an atheistic friend once pre-
dicted to him that within a few years the little white churches of his beloved Indiana
countryside would be only a memory buried in the general crash of all religion. He
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was too ignorant to answer the assertion with Christian arguments. He had no convic-
tions in regard to God and Christ. In his fascinating account of how he came to write
Ben-Hur, he tells us he was painfully ignorant of the theme of that discussion with his
friend, ‘such elemental themes as God and life hereafter and Jesus Christ and his di-
vinity.” He then and there determined to study them until he had firsthand convic-
tions of his own. He went to the Bible itself as his source book. He would trust his
lawyer-training in logic to lead him to proper conclusions and he would enliven what
he thought would be a somewhat dreary study by embodying in a story of the Christ
such material as he might find. But he was working with the supernatural factors of
which he did not dream. No man can read the Bible with an open mind desiring

to know the truth in regard to Jesus Christ without becoming convinced of his di-
vinity. As he studied the historic background of the condition of the world at the
time of his story the evils of society and the very need of men for a divine Saviour
seemed an argument in favor of accepting the Saviour who had come. His purpose

in writing the story of the years between Bethlehem and Calvary was to make readers
see that argument.” 12/116, 117

53. GIOVANNI PAPINI

“Although Giovanni Papini was one of the foremost Italian men of letters, the publica-
tion of his Life of Christ in 1921 came as a stunning surprise to many of his friends
and admirers. For Papini had been an atheist, a vocal enemy of the Church and a self-
appointed debunker of any form of mysticism. A more unlikely source for a reverent
portrait of Jesus could hardly be imagined.

“What brought about his sudden conversion—so reminiscent of Saul’s on the road to
Damascus? Like many cynics he was, under the surface, a tormented soul, disgusted
with a humanity that could accept the first World War, unable to see hope for better
things unless, somehow, the hearts of men could be changed. And he craved, as he
later said, ‘a crumb of certitude.’

“During that war he took his family to live in a mountain village. There, living with
the peasants, observing their devotions, something began to happen to him. Sometimes
in the evenings, he was asked to read aloud stories from the New Testament. This
rediscovery of the Bible, against the background of his own uncertainties, became a
revelation to him, and soon he determined to write his own version of the life of
Christ. Before long he became convinced that the only power that could change the
hearts of men was the teachings of Jesus.

““This conviction pervades the Life of Christ, a book which, in the words of a dis-
tinguished critic, ‘will stand for many years as a rallying sign for thousands making
their way painfully to a less inhuman, because a more Christlike, world.” ** 14/8

EXAMPLES OF SUFFERING FOR THE GOSPEL
54. REV. RICHARD WURMBRAND

“The Rev. Richard Wurmbrand is an evangelical minister who spent fourteen years in
communist imprisonment and torture in his homeland of Rumania. He is one of Ru-
mania’s most widely known Christian leaders, authors and educators. Few names are
better known in his homeland.

368 EVIDENCE THAT DEMANDS A VERDICT



“In 1945, when the communists seized Rumania and attempted to control the churches
for their purposes, Richard Wurmbrand immediately began an effective, vigorous ‘under-
ground’ ministry to his enslaved people and the invading Russian soldiers. He was even-
tually arrested in 1948, along with his wife Sabine. His wife was a slave-laborer for
three years. Richard Wurmbrand spent three years in solitary confinement—seeing no
one but his communist torturers. After three years he was transferred to a mass cell
for five years, where the torture continued.

“Due to his international stature as a Christian leader, diplomats of foreign embassies
asked the communist government about his safety. They were told he had fled
Rumania. Secret police, posing as released fellow-prisoners, told his wife of attending
his burial in the prison cemetery. His family in Rumania and his friends abroad were
told to forget him since he was now dead.

‘‘After eight years he was released and promptly resumed his work with the Under-
ground Church, Two years later, in 1959, he was re-arrested and sentenced to twenty-
five years in prison,

“Mr. Wurmbrand was released in a general amnesty in 1964, and again continued his
underground ministry. Realizing the great danger of a third imprisonment, Christians
in Norway negotiated with the communist authorities for his release from Rumania.
The communist government had begun ‘selling’ their political prisoners. The ‘going
price’ for a prisoner was $1,900. Their price for Wurmbrand was $10,000.

“In May 1966 he testified in Washington before the Senate’s Internal Security Sub-
committee and stripped to the waist to show eighteen deep torture wounds covering
his body. His story was carried across the world in newspapers in the U. S., Europe
and Asia. Wurmbrand was warned in September 1966 that a decision had been made
by the communist regime of Rumania to assassinate him. Yet he is not silent in the
face of these death threats. He has been called ‘the voice of the Underground Church.’
Christian leaders have called him ‘a living martyr’ and ‘the lron Curtain Paul.” " 50/ 5,
6

The following is an excerpt from Wurmbrand’'s book, Tortured for Christ.

“A pastor by the name of Florescu was tortured with red-hot iron pokers and with
knives. He was beaten very badly. Then starving rats were driven into his cell through
a large pipe. He could not sleep, but had to defend himself all the time. If he rested
a moment, the rats would attack him,

“He was forced to stand for two weeks, day and night. The communists wished to
compel him to betray his brethren, but he resisted steadfastly. in the end, they
brought his fourteen year-old son and began to whip the boy in front of his
father, saying that they would continue to beat him until the pastor said what they
wished him to say. The poor man was half mad. He bore it as long as he could.

When he could not stand it any more, he cried to his son; ‘Alexander, | must say
what they want! | can’t bear your beating any more!’ The son answered, ‘Father,
don’t do me the injustice to have a traitor as a parent. Withstand! If they kill me,
| will die with the words, ‘Jesus and my fatherland.” The communists, enraged,

fell upon the child and beat him to death, with blood spattered over the walls of
the cell. He died praising God. Our dear brother Florescu was never the same after
seeing this.” 80/36

EVIDENCE THAT DEMANDS A VERDICT 369



55. MARTYR IN VIET NAM

“Gaspar Makil, with Wycliffe Bible Translators, was shot by communist guerrillas on
March 4, 1963 in full view of his wife, Josephine. Also killed at the same time was
their little four-month-old Janie, another missionary and a Vietnamese soldier. The
Makils’ three-year-old Tommy was critically injured. The Makil family and another
missionary family were traveling in a jeep-like Land Rover along South Viet Nam's
most heavily traveled highway, Route 20. They were stopped by communist guer-
rillas, about 20 in number. When a government army truck appeared on the high-
way, the Viet Cong opened fire with their machine guns. Gaspar was a Philippine
national and was converted while he was an engineering student here in the United
States. A few days before sailing to South Viet Nam, he wrote, ‘We cannot tell
what awaits us in South Viet Nam, but we know that the Lord is with us,

having commissioned us into this ministry. Our times are in God's hands and He
brings all things to pass in His own time, which is the right time. The Lord is
interested in every single detail of our lives.” ”’ 29

56. MISSIONARIES TO THE AUCA INDIANS

“On January 8, 1956, the whole world was stunned by the word that a band of Auca
Indians, the fiercest of Ecuador’s aborigines, had fatally speared an American missionary
pilot, Nate Saint, and his four co-workers, Jim Elliot, Roger Youderian, Ed McCully
and Peter Fleming. After official investigation confirmed the tragedy, Ecuadorian troops
and missionaries serving adjoining tribes formed an expedition upriver to bury the
victims. They found the plane demolished, its fabric torn to shreds.

“The pilot was my brother. He and his companions were engaged in what has since
become known as ‘Operation Auca,” a mission to carry the Gospel of Jesus Christ to
this unlettered, Stone Age. tribe in the fastnesses of the Amazon.

“Through one miracle after another, as told in The Dayuma Story, all five killers con-
fessed Christ as Saviour. | believe it is significant that the first to believe among the
Auca men were the five living killers—Kimo, Minkayi, Gikita, Dyuwi and Nimonga.
When the first baptismal service was held in Tiwaeno, a little more than two years
after our entry into the tribe, four of the five were baptized. The fifth was in the
second group of baptisms. In this case my brother Phil did the baptizing. Each of the
wives also opened her heart to the Lord Jesus Christ and received baptism.” 40
Rachel Saint

57. REV. JOON GON KIM

““Rev. Joon Gon Kim is director of Korean Campus Crusade for Christ.

“Mr. Kim’s experience with the communists has been personal and tragic. When campus
strikes broke out in Korea in 1950, communists swept over all the colleges except one
Christian university. Well over 70 per cent of the students were in favor of communism.
Thousands of them were financially supported on the campuses by the Russian commu-
nists. These turned out to be the active leaders during the Korean War.

“Mr. Kim says, ‘One night | was awakened by the noise of men calling my name. My
family and | were taken where sixty human beings, including the old, and women and
children, were being killed. Ten military men, all familiar villagers, were assigned to
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execute my family. My wife and father were slaughtered before my eyes. | was beaten
_and left for dead.’

“Kim survived the savage beating of the communists, and asked God to give him a love
for the souls of his enemies. Kim led 30 of the communists to Christ, including the
leader responsible for the death of his loved ones.

“Mr. Kim knows from first-hand knowledge that Jesus Christ is the answer to com-
munism as He is the answer to every other problem in life.”” 23
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I’'VE GOT A SATISFIED MIND

by
Josh McDowell

Several years ago my life was described by Thomas Aquinas when he said that
within every soul there is a restless thirst for happiness. I wanted to be happy. Who
doesn’t want to be happy?

I used to hate to be alone, and I asked myself, “Who am I?” If someone had
offered me dope at that time I would have gone hog wild with it, because I was
frustrated, and I sincerely sought answers to my frustrations, to my emptiness.

First 1 thought that the answer might be religion, so I went to church. But I
never found anything that changed my life. I’'ve always been a very practical person,
and if something doesn’t work, I chuck it. So I chucked religion.

Then I decided that education must be the answer, since all of our leaders are
educated. I went to a university, and talked with students about problems, but we
didn’t have any solutions. And although my professors could tell me how to make a
better living, they couldn’t tell me how to live better.

I thought that maybe the answer was prestige—so I ran for freshman class president,
we stole some votes and I got elected. It was exciting knowing everyone on campus,
making decisions, telling people what to do. But after a few weeks the excitement
started to wear off. Students would approach me with problems and I'd say, “Look
guys, I can’t help you. I've got my own problems.”

But about that time I saw some students and a few professors who had a different
dimension about them. They seemed to be riding above their circumstances—not
under the pile.

My “happiness” always depended on my circumstances. When things were going
okay, I was okay. When things were going bad, I felt bad. If my girl loved me, I was
on cloud nine; if she broke up with me, I was really down.

So after awhile I asked them very simply, “What has changed your lives?” A
young lady looked up at me, smiled and said two words: “Jesus Christ.”

I looked at her and said, “Honey, don’t give me that garbage. I'm fed up with
religion, and I’'m fed up with the church. Don’t tell me religion.” But she must have
had a lot of convictions because she replied, ‘“Mister, I didn’t tell you religion. I
didn’t tell you the church. I told you the person of Jesus Christ.” Then I apologized
to her.

These students pointed out to me that Christianity was not a religion—but a
relationship. That hit me, because I've always cherished my relationships with other
people.

Then you know what happened? They challenged me to intellectually examine
the claims of Jesus as the Son of God! Boy, I thought that was a farce. (I figured
every Christian had two brains; one was lost and the other was out looking for it.)
But these people continually challenged me, so I accepted their challenge.

As a result, I found historical facts and evidence about Jesus Christ that I never
knew existed. I used to listen to professors in supercilious humanities classes, and
if they didn’t believe Christianity, you weren’t going to catch me believing it. But
I found that I was rejecting Christ on their biases or ignorance.

In fact, I had a terrible conflict, because as a pre-law student, I came to believe
that God had visited this planet in the man Jesus, that He had died on the cross for
man’s sin, that He rose from the dead and lives today. But my will couldn’t accept
what my mind told me. I was being intellectually dishonest.

The conflict became worse every time I saw those disgustingly happy Christians.
Ever been around happy people when you’re sad? Doesn’t that just tick you off? Well,
it ticked me off, and pretty soon I knew I had to make a decision because I couldn’t

EVIDENCE THAT DEMANDS A VERDICT 373



sleep anymore. I knew I had to get it off my mind or I'd go out of my mind.

I had two choices. I could invite Jesus Christ to come into my life as Savior and
Lord. Or, I could reject Him.

P'm glad I had enough sense to evaluate the situation. For 19 years I wasn’t
satisfied with my life, and here were some people who said they had found the
answer to life in Jesus Christ. I decided I would be a fool not to put God to the test.
I realized that if I’d been the only person in the whole world, Jesus Christ would
have died for me.

One December evening at 8:30 p.m. I became a Christian. I ought to know, I
was there.

First, I made sure my friends weren’t watching. About the only time they ever
caught me on my knees was when I was adjusting the TV, but that night I got down
on my knees and prayed, “Thank you, Lord Jesus, for dying on the cross for me.”
Then 1 told God that I knew I was a sinner, and boy, that word used to bend me out
of shape. I used to think sin was just lying, killing, immorality, etc. But sin is
basically an attitude of indifference toward God. So I asked Him to forgive me.

Then I prayed, “Jesus, I invite You to come into my life as Savior and Lord. I
exchange my will for Your will.” Finally, by faith, I thanked Him for coming into
my heart.

Nothing happened. No bolt of lightning came out of the sky. I didn’t sprout wings,
and I didn’t dash out to buy a harp. But in six months to a year, my entire life was
revolutionized. '

I started seeing changes in about six to eight days. I had a lot of restlessness in my
mind, and I always had to be somewhere, or with someone. I just couldn’t be alone
with my own thoughts. My mind seemed like a maze. But when I made that decision

- for Christ, there was peace—restfulness —in my mind. Not that I had no conflicts. But
I had the ability to cope with conflicts—I had peace. It’s hard to describe; you simply
have to try it for yourself.

I used to have a bad temper, and I was constantly in and out of trouble. But
after I became a Christian, I would be just at the point of losing my temper, when
suddenly I would have tranquility, and my friends noticed it. But my enemies noticed
it a lot sooner.

Also, I had a lot of hatred. It wasn’t something always outwardly manifested; but
rather an inner grinding. I despised the black man, the yellow man, the red man,
the white man. Why? Because anyone who was different from me was a threat to me;
I was insecure.

But one man epitomized everything that I hated—my father. To me he was the
town drunk. My high school friends would make jokes about him making a fool
of himself around town. I laughed, but I was crying on the inside. Sometimes when
we had company I would tie Dad up in the barn and tell them he had to go on an
important call. I even tried to poison him several times by putting poison in his
whiskey bottles.

But when I became a Christian, God’s love somehow took that hatred and turned
it right around to love—love so strong that I was able to look my father straight in
the eye and say, “Dad, I love you.” That really shook him.

Six months later I was in a serious car accident. When my father came into my
room, he said, ‘“‘Son, how can you love a father such as 17’ I said, “Dad, six months
ago I didn’t have the capacity to do it. But through Jesus Christ I can love you, and
other people as well.”

I explained to him how Christ had changed me from the inside out; and 45 minutes
later he got on his knees and committed his life to Jesus Christ. When he looked up,
he was literally a changed man. It was just like somebody had reached down and
turned on a light bulb. He only touched whiskey once after that.

Thirteen months later, he died. But in those few months, scores of people in my
hometown and the surrounding area committed their lives to Christ because of my
father’s changed life.
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This is why I believe that Jesus Christ is the greatest revolutionary who has ever
lived. This is why I believe that the greatest investment I can make with my life is
to share my faith with as many men and women as I can.

I used to be constantly on the go because of restlessness. Now I'm on the go for
another reason: peacefulness. I've got a satisfied mind.

EVIDENCE THAT DEMANDS A VERDICT 375



GENEALOGY OF JESUS

The two genealogies of Jesus mentioned in Matthew 1 and Luke 3 seem from the
surface to be contradictory. But a closer look sheds much light on the matter.

In Matthew the record goes from Abraham to Joseph. Then, in Matthew 1:16 it
says, ‘‘and Jacob was born Joseph the husband of Mary, by whom was born
Jesus, who is called Christ.”” Notice that Joseph is a descendant of David in this
account. The title of King passed through the male line. (See | Sam. 10; 11 Sam.
2:4; | Kings 2:4; cf.) Therefore, at his time, Joseph had the legal right to the
throne of David and it was also available to his descendants. Note: Joseph is con-
nected to Mary by marriage and Jesus is connected to Mary by birth. Thus Jesus
had legal right to the throne being the legal son of Joseph.

The account given in Luke 3 goes backward from Jesus to David to Adam to
God. In Luke 3:23 it says, “And when He began His ministry, Jesus Himself was
about thirty years of age, being supposedly the son of Joseph, the son of Eli.”
But it was already stated in Matthew that Joseph was the son of Jacob, and now
it is stated that Joseph was the son of Eli. In all probability Joseph was the son-
in-law of Eli. This is believed because Luke 1 and 2 seem to be centered around
Mary and Luke would probably continue her dominant role in Luke 3 by giving
her genealogy. Thus the Luke passage would be tracing the genealogy of Jesus
through Mary back to David and then to Adam. This would show that Jesus was
the physical heir to the throne through Mary to David.
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Skeptics, 366ff.
Martyr, 370
Aucas, 370
Church,
Witness of Resurrection, 237ff.
Church Fathers, 53ff., 66ff., 84, 120
Resurrection, 202f.
Codex, 31
Crucifixion, 166, 169 o

Dead Sea Scrolls, 56, 59ff.

Defense, |, 2

Delphi Inscription, 756

Diatessaron, 49

Documentary Hypothesis, 25
E

Edom, 299ff,, 331
Egypt, 306, 319
Euphrates River, 315f.
Evidence, Historical, 2ff., 83, 188, 192,
194ff.
Excuses for Rejecting, 12
Ezekiel, Dating of, 281ff.
F

Faith
Blind, 4
Objective, 4f., 338f.
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Factual, 2f., 5
A Leap, 10f.
In resurrection, 4

G

Gaza, 294ff., 331
Gemaras, 63
Genesis, 70ff.

Guard

Roman, 221ff., 226, 232, 250
Temple, 220ff,

Preparation, 29ff.

Errors, 43ff,, 64

Biographical Test, 43ff., 56ff.
Number of, 46ff.

Comparison with secular mss, 47ff, 51
Dating, 48

Reliability, 50ff., 68f.

Hebrew, 59ff,

Internal Evidence Test, 63ff,

External Evidence Test, 66ff.

H Marduk, 317, 319
Hexapla, 63 Mari, 72
History Massoretes, 68 f.
Prejudices, 8, 12 Medes, 314

Approach, 10

Skepticism, 9

Definition, 10

Resurrection, 186, 192ff.
Horites, 71

Idumeans, 302
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Jamnia, Council of, 36f.

Jericho, 25, 71, 331
Jerusalem, 178ff., 302, 319, 324ff., 331
Jesus, Direct Claims to Deity

“1 AM,” 93ff., 96f.

Equality with the Father, 95ff.

To Honor as the Father, 97

To Know as the Father, 97
To Believe as the Father, 97
To See as the Father, 98
Received Worship, 98
Witnesses of Others, 6-9f., 99f.
Jesus, Indirect Claims to Deity
Forgive sins, 101
Immutable, 101
Life, 101f.
Authority, 102
Titles Given, 102ff.
Son of God, 103f.
Son of Man, 104f.
Jesus, the Character of
Sinless, 123ff.

Different from Other Men, 131ff.
Jesus, the Person of

Historical, 83ff.

Deity, 91ff.

Lord, Liar, Lunatic, 107ff.

Resurrection, 185ff.

Impact on Lives, 337ff.

Trial, 92ff.

Virgin Birth, 116ff.

Death, 142, 187, 193, 203ff.

Post-Resurrection Appearances, 233f.
John Ryland MSS, 48
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Koran, 123f., 125
Latin Vulgate, 28, 32, 53
Lectionaries, 55f.

M
Mahaparinibbana Sutta, 187
Manuscripts (MSS)
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Memphis, 305ff.

Messiah—Messianic Prophecy, 147ff,, 189
Midrash, 63, 158

Miracles, 127ff., 189

Mishnah, 63, 88, 223

Moab, 297ff., 331

Myth, 5f., 83, 189, 338

Nabeans, 301
Nazarene Inscription, 226
Nineveh, 308ff.

Size of, 320

Nuzu, 72

0

Old Syriac, 52
One Solitary Life, 140
Ostraca, 30

P

Papyrus, 29

Parchment, 30

Pavement, 75

Persians, 307, 316f.
Peshitta, 52

Petra, 299ff.

Philistines, 295
Presuppositions, 8ff., 283
Progressive Labor Party, 83
Prophecies, Messianic

Seed of the Woman, 151
Born of a Virgin, 152
Son of God, 152

Seed of Abraham, 153
Son of Isaac, 1563

Son of Jacob, 154

Tribe of Judah, 154
Family Line of Jesse, 155
House of David, 155
Born at Bethlehem, 156
Presented with Gifts, 157
Herod Kills Children, 157
Pre-Existence, 158

Called Lord, 158
Immanuel, 159

Prophet, 159

Priest, 160

Judge, 161

King, 161



Anointment of the Holy Spirit, 161 importance of, 186ff.

Zeal of God, 162 Claims of Christ, 191ff.
Preceded by Messenger, 162 Witness of Law, 196ff,
Galilee, 163 Church Fathers, 202f.
Miracles, 163 Stone, 215ff.

Parables, 163 Seal, 217f.

Enter the Temple, 163 Guard, 218ff.

Donkey, 164 Post-Resurrection Appearances, 233f.
Stumbling Stone, 164 Church, 237ff.

Light to Gentiles, 164 Sunday, 239f.

Resurrection, 165 Sacraments, 240

Ascension, 165 Resurrection Theories, 241ff.
Seated at Right Hand of God, 165 Swoon Theory, 241ff.
Betrayed, 166 Theft Theory, 247ff.

Thirty Pieces of Silver, 166 Hallucination Theory, 257ff.
God's House, 166 Empty Tomb, 267

Potter's Field, 166 S
Forsaken, 167 Samaria, 293ff., 331

False Witnesses, 167 Samaritan Text, 62

Dumb before Accusers, 167 Sanhedrin, 177f.

Wounded and Bruised, 168 Scrolls, 31

Spit Upon, 168 Seed of the Woman, 151
Mocked, 168 Septuagint, 61ff.

Fall under Cross, 169 Sidon, 291ff.

Hands and Feet Pierced, 169 Sinaiticus, Codex, 28, 31, 49
Crucified between Thieves, 169 Synagogue of the Hebrews, 74
Intercession, 170 T
Rejected, 170 Talmud, 57, 63, 87ff., 162, 165, 177
Hated, 170 Talmudists, 56f.

Friends Stood Afar Off, 171 Targums, 62f.

Heads Shaken, 171 isaiah, 155, 158f., 161f., 164, 168
Stared upon, 171 Jonathan, 154f.

Thirst, 172 Onkelos 151, 154

Forsaken Cry, 172 Pseudo Jonathan, 151, 155
Committed to God, 173 Teman, 300, 304

Bones not Broken, 173 Textual Variations, 43ff., 50f,
Heart Broken, 173 Thebes, 305ff.

Side Pierced, 173 Theories of the Resurrection
Darkness, 174 See Resurrection Theories
Rich Man’s Tomb, 174 Tiberias, 321ff.

Prophecy Tower of Antonia, 75
Unique, 25 Tower of Babel, 71
Probability, 175ff., 294, 297{., 305, Tyre, 286ff., 291, 331

319, 326, 331ff. U=-V-W
Definition, 277ff. Ugarit, 72
Dating, 280ff. Vaticanus, Codex, 31, 49

Prophets Vellum, 30
Test of, 279 Versions, 52ff.

R Virgin Birth, 116ff., 152

Resurrection, 143, 338 Writing
Death, 142, 203ff. Material, 30
Burial, 143, 210, 212ff., 228f. Instruments, 30

Empty Tomb, 188, 208ff., 225ff., 235 Types of, 31
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HAVE YOU HEARD
OF THE

FOUR SPIRITUAL LAWS?

Just as there are physical laws that govern the
physical universe, so are there spiritual taws
which govern your relationship with God.

LAW ONE

GOD LOVES YOU, AND HAS A
WONDERFUL PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE.

GOD'S LOVE

“For God so loved the world, that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whoever be-
lieves in Him should not perish, but have
eternal life” (John 3:16).

GOD’S PLAN

(Christ speaking) “l came that they might
have life, and might have it abundantly”
(that it might be full and meaningful)
(John 10:10).

Why is it that most people are
not experiencing the abundant life?

Written by Biil Bright, copyright 1965. This ma-
terial or parts thereof may not be reproduced
in any form without written permission of Cam-
pus Crusade for Christ, Inc.

Because
LAW TWO

MAN IS SINFUL AND SEPARATED
FROM GOD, THUS HE CANNOT
KNOW AND EXPERIENCE GOD’S
LOVE AND PLAN FOR HIS LIFE.

MAN IS SINFUL

“For all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God” (Romans 3:23).

Man was created to have fellowship with
God; but, because of his own stubborn self-
will, he chose to go his own independent
way and fellowship with God was broken.
This self-wiil, characterized by an attitude
of active rebellion or passive indifference,
is an evidence of what the Bible calls sin.

MAN IS SEPARATED

“For the wages of sin is death” (spiritual
separation from God) (Romans 6:23).

God is holy and man is sinful. A great
chasm separates the two. Men are continu-
ally trying to reach God and the abundant
life through their own efforts: good life,
ethics, philosophy, etc.

HOLY GOD
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4 SINFUL MAN

The Third Law gives us the only
answer to this dilemma ...



LAW THREE

JESUS CHRIST IS GOD’S ONLY
PROVISION FOR MAN'S SIN.
THROUGH HIM YOU CAN KNOW
AND EXPERIENCE GOD'S LOVE
AND PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE.

HE DIED IN OUR PLACE

“But God demonstrates His own love to-
ward us, in that while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).

HE ROSE FROM THE DEAD

“Christ died for our sins . . . He was buried
... He was raised on the third day accord-
ing to the Scriptures . . . He appeared to
Cephas, then to the twelve. After that He
appeared to more than five hundred . . .”
(I Corinthians 15:3-6).

HE IS THE ONLY WAY
“Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the

truth, and the life; no one comes to the
Father, but through Me'” (John 14:6).

God has bridged the chasm which separates
us from Him by sending His Son, Jesus
Christ, to die on the cross in our place.

GOD
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MAN

1t is not enough to know these three laws,
nor even to give intellectual assent to them . . .

LAW FOUR

WE MUST INDIVIDUALLY RECEIVE
JESUS CHRIST AS SAVIOR AND
LORD; THEN WE CAN KNOW AND
EXPERIENCE GOD’S LOVE AND
PLAN FOR OUR LIVES.

WE MUST RECEIVE CHRIST

“But as many as received Him, to them He
gave the right to become children of God,
even to those who believe in His name”
(John 1:12).

WE RECEIVE CHRIST THROUGH FAITH

“For by grace you have been saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the
gift of God; not as a result of works, that
no one should boast” (Ephesians 2:8, 9).

WE RECEIVE CHRIST BY PERSONAL
INVITATION

“Behold, | stand at the door and knock; if
any one hears My voice and opens the door,
I will come in to him” (Revelation 3:20).

Receiving Christ involves turning to God
from self, trusting Christ to come into our
lives, to forgive our sins and make us what
He wants us to be. It is not enough to give
intellectual assent to His claims or to have
an emotional experience.

These two circles represent two kinds of
lives:
SELF-CONTROLLED LIFE

E —Ego or finite self on
the throne

t — Christ outside the flfe

o — Interests controlled by
self, resulting in
discord and frustration

CHRIST-CONTROLLED LIFE

+ — Christ on the throne of
the life

® — Interests under control
of infinite God, result-
ing in harmony and
purpose

E — Ego — Self dethroned

Which circle represents your life?

Which circle would you like to have represent
your life?

The following explains how you can receive
Christ:



YOU CAN RECEIVE CHRIST RIGHT NOW THROUGH PRAYER
(Prayer is talking with God)

God knows your heart and is not so concerned with your words as He
is with the attitude of your heart. The following is a suggested prayer:

“Lord Jesus, | need You. | open the door of my life and receive You as
my Savior and Lord. Thank You for forgiving my sins. Take control of
the throne of my life. Make me the kind of person You want me to be.”

Does this prayer express the desire of your heart?

If it does, pray this prayer right now, and Christ will come into your life,
as He promised.

HOW TO KNOW THAT CHRIST IS IN YOUR LIFE

Did you receive Christ into your life? According to His promise in
Revelation 3:20, where is Christ right now in relation to you? Christ said
that He would come into your life. Would He mislead you? On what
authority do you know that God has answered your prayer? (The trust-
worthiness of God Himself and His Word.)

THE BIBLE PROMISES ETERNAL LIFE TO ALL WHO RECEIVE CHRIST

“And the witness is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this
life is in His Son. He who has the Son has the life; he who does not
have the Son of God does not have the life. These things | have written
to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, in order that you
may know that you have eternal life” (I John 5:11-13).

Thank God often that Christ is in your life and that He will never leave
you (Hebrews 13:5). You can know that the living Christ indwells you,
and that you have eternal life, from the very moment you invite Him

in on the basis of His promise. He will not deceive you.
What about feelings?

DO NOT DEPEND UPON FEELINGS

The promise of God’s Word, not our feelings, is our authority. The
Christian lives by faith (trust) in the trustworthiness of God Himself
and His Word. This train diagram illustrates the relationship between
fact (God and His Word), faith (our trust in God and His Word), and
feeling (the result of our faith and obedience) {John 14:21).

o0 jooc__,
FACT 'ﬁlﬂl FEELING
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The train will run with or without the caboose. However, it would be
futile to attempt to pull the train by the caboose. In the same way,
we, as Christians, do not depend on feelings or emotions, but place our
faith (trust) in the trustworthiness of God and the promise of His Word.




NOW THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED CHRIST

The moment that you, as an act of faith, received Christ, many things
happened, including the following:

1. Christ came into your life (Revelation 3:20 and Colossians 1:27).
2. Your sins were forgiven (Colossians 1:14).
3. You became a child of God (John 1:12).

4, You began the great adventure for which God created you (John
10:10, 11 Corinthians 5:17 and | Thessalonians 5:18).

Can you think of anything more wonderful that could happen to you
than receiving Christ? Would you like to thank God in prayer right now
;g_rtvrw'llhat He has done for you? The very act of thanking God demonstrates

ith.
Now what?

SUGGESTIONS FOR CHRISTIAN GROWTH

Spiritual growth results from trusting Jesus Christ. “The righteous
man shall live by faith” (Galatians 3:11). A life of faith will enable you
to trust God increasingly with every detail of your life, and to practice
the following:

G Go to God in prayer daily (John 15:7).

R Read God's Word daily (Acts 17:11)—begin with the Gospel of John.
0 Obey God, moment by moment (John 14:21).

W Witness for Christ by your life and words (Matthew 4:19; John 15:8).
T Trust God for every detail of your life (I Peter 5:7).

H Holy Spirit —allow Him to control and empower your daily life and
witness (Galatians 5:16,17; Acts 1:8).

THE IMPORTANCE OF A GOOD CHURCH

In Hebrews 10:25, we are admonished to forsake not “the assembling
of ourselves together . . .” Several logs burn brightly together; but put
one aside on the cold hearth and the fire goes out, So it is with your
relationship to other Christians. If you do not belong to a church, do
not wait to be invited. Take the initiative; call the pastor of a nearby
church where Christ is honored and His Word is preached. Start this
week, and make plans to attend regularly.





